RIAL'S GOLD MINE 
SE SE Sec 1, T6S, RAW 
Perry Co.,I1l. 


Two pictures of the same 

shaft as it now looks in 
October 1975 

There were several others 
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GOLD MINE AT CONANT 


Wednesday, Oct. 3rd, 1973, my neighbor, Mrs. Eleanor Gielow, 
ask if I had ever heard of the Gold Mine near Conant. Her son, 
Eugene, lives on the NE SE of sec 36, T5S, R4W, and the Consolidation 
Coal Co. has just completed a new road west of his property,running 
north and south through the old Roethe property, down to the cross- 
roads. The south part of this road going in to Denmark. As you eo 
south, just as you come in to a large, sweeping, curve in the road, 
to your left you will see a lone sassafrass tree on a rise of ground. 
There is evidence that this place has been disturbed. 

It was here that Jim Press Rial! found what he thought was a gold 
nugget. There was a lot of excitement at Conant and the surrounding 
area about this find. The time was possibly about 1915. | 

In talking with Arthur Beck and his wife, Hilda Brune Beck, today, 
they said that they remembered this incident well. 

Dr. Mead and Ben Bishop, both Pinckneyville residents, were esp-~ 
ecially interested and may have had money in the venture. Mr.Bishop 
stayed on the spot and boarded with Arthur's folks for several days 
at a time. 

Teams and wagons were hired and used to excavate a shaft (depth 
not known). Not one, but several of these shafts were dug. The dirt 
thrown out was examined very carefully by Mr. Rial, and no doubt 
others, in the hope that it contained more of this ore. 


The venture was short-lived, shoreings rotted, and the holes 


simply caved in. 


Mrs. Beck's father, G. F. Brune, bought this ground from the 


Rial heirs later on. Wonder what this nugget really was? 


1 : Elizabeth E. Spurgeon 
James Pressly Rial 710 Taffee St., 
Pinckneyville, Il 62274 
7 October 1975. 


RIAL'S GOLD MINE SE SE sec 1, T6S,RAW. 

Wednesday, Oct 3rd, 1973, my neighbor, Mrs. Eleanor Gielow, ask 
if I had ever heard of the Gold Mine near Conant. Her son, Eugene, 
lives on the NE SE of sec 36,T5S,R4W, and the Consolidation Mine Co. 
has just completed a new road west of his property, running north and 
south through the old Roethe property, down to the cywssroads, the 
south part of this road going in to Denmark. As you are proceeding 
south, just as you come in to a large, sweeping, curve in the road, 
and to your left, you will see a lone sassafrass tree on a rise of 
ground. There is evidence that this place has been disturbed. 

It was here that Jim Press Riai? found a gold nugget...or something 
which looked like gold, There was a lot of excitement at Conant and 
the surrounding area about this, The time was possibly sixty years ago. 

In talking with Arthur Beck and his wife, Hilda Brune Beck, today, 
they said that they remembered this incident well. 

Dr. Nend. and Ben Bishop, both Pinckneyville residents, were esp- 
ecially interested and may have had money in the venture. Mr. Bishop 
stayed on the spot and boarded with Arthur's folks for several days at 
a time. 

Teams and wagons were used to excavate a shaft (depth not known). 
Not one, but several shafts were dug. The dirt thrown out was examined 
very carefully by Mr. Rial, and no doubt others, in the hope that it 
contained more of this ore. 

The venture was short-lived, shoreings rotted, and the holes simply 
caved in. 

Mrs. Beck's father, G. F. Brune, bought this ground from the Rial 
heirs later on. 


Wonder what this nugget really was? 


l. James Pressly Rial Elizabeth E. Spurgeon, 
710 Taffee St., 


Pinckneyville, I11 62274 
7 October 1975. 


RIAL'S GOLD MINE 

Wednesday, October 3rd, 1973, my neighbor, Mrs. Lleanor Gielow, 
ask if I had ever heard of the Gold Mine near Conant. Her son, Eugene, 
lives on the NE SE of section 36, T5S, R4W, and the mine company has 
just completed a new road which is west of his property, running north 
and south through the old Roethe property, down to the crossroads, the 
south part of this road going in to Denmark. As you are proceeding 
south, just as you come into a large, sweeping curve in the road, and 
to your left, you will see @ lone sassafrass tree on a rise of ground... 
which seems to have been disturbed. 

It was at this place that Mr. Jim Press Rial! supposedly found a 
gold nugget. There was a lot of excitement at Conant and Pinckneyville 
about this. The time was possibly sixty years ago, 

in talking with Mr, Arthur Beck and his wife, Hilda Brune Beck, 
today, October 7th, 1975, they said that they knew all about it. 

Dr. Mead and Ben Bishop, both of Pinckneyville, Ill. were especially 
interested and may have had money in the venture to prospect for more of 
this gold. Mr. Bishop stayed on the spot and boarded with Arthur's folks. 

Teams and wagons were used to excavate a shaft (depth not known). 
Not one, but several shafts were dug. Each piece of dirt thrown out was 
examined by Mr. Rial, and probably others, in the hope that there was more. 
of this ore. 

The venture was short-lived, shoreings roted, and the holes just 
eaved in, 

Mrs. Beck's father, G. F, Brune, bought this ground from the Rial 
heirs in later years, 


Wonder where the one nugget really came from, and what was it? 


1, James Pressly Rial Elizabeth E. Spurgeon,710 Taffee, 
Pinckneyville,ill. 10/6/1975 


RIAL'S GOLD MINE 

Wednesday, Oct 3rd, 1973, my neighbor, Mrs, Hleanor Gielow, ask af 
I had ever heard of the Gold Mine near Conant. Her son, Eugene, lives 
on the NE SE of sec 36, T5S, R4W, and the Consolidation Mine Company has 
just completed a new road which is west of his property, running north 
and south through the old Roethe property, down to the crossroads, the 
south part of this road going in to Denmark, As you are proceeding 
south, just as you come into a large, sweeping curve in the road, and 
to your left, you will see a lone sassafrass tree on a rise of ground. 
Evidence that this place has been disturbed, 

It was here that Mr. Jim Press Rial? found a gold nugget...or something 
which looked like gold. There was a lot of excitement at Conant and the 
surrounding area about this. The time was possibly sixty years ago. 

In talking with Mr. Arthur Beck and his wife, Hilda Brune Beck, today, 
Oct 7th, 1975, they said that they knew all shout Lt. 

Dr, Mead and Ben Bishop, both Pinckneyville residents, were especially 
interested and may have had money in the venture to prospect for more of 
this. gold. Mr, Bishop stayed on the spot and boarded with Arthur's folks 
several days at a time. 

Teams and wagons were used to excavate a shaft (depth not known) « 

Not one, but several shafts were dug. The dirt thrown out was examined 
by Mr. Rial, and no doubt others, in the hope that it contained more of 
this ore, 

The venture was short-lived, shoreings rotted, and the holes simply 
caved in. 

Mrs, Beck's father, G. F. Brune, bought this ground from the Rial 
heirs later on. 


Wonder what this nugget really was’ 


1. dames Pressly Rial Elizabeth E. Spurgeon, 


GOLD MINE AT CONANT 


Wednesday, Oct. 3rd, 1973, my neighbor, Mrs. Eleanor Gielow, 
ask if I had ever heard of the Gold Mine near Conant. Her son, 
Eugene, lives on the NE SE of sec 36, T5S, R4W, and the Consolidation 
Coal Co. has just completed a new road west of his property, running 
north and south through the 014 Roethe property, down to the eae wn 
roads. The south part of this road going in to Denmark. Ag you proceed 
south, just as you come in to a large, sweeping, curve in the road, 
to your left you will see a lone sassafrass tree on a rise of ground. 
There is evidence that this place has been disturbed. 

It was here that Jim Press Riait found what he thought was a gold 
nugget. There was a lot of excitement at Conant and the surrounding 
area about this find. The time was possibly about 1915. 

In talking with Arthur Beck and his wife, Hilda Brune Beck, today, 
they said that they remembered this incident well. 

Dr. Mead and Ben Bishop, both Pinckneyville residents, were = © 
ecially interested and may have had money in the venture. Mr. Bishop 
stayed on the spot and boarded with Arthur's folks for several days 
at a time. 

Teams and wagons were hired and used to excavate a shaft (depth 
not known). Not one, but several of these shafts were dug. The dirt 
thrown out was examined very carefully by Mr. Rial, and no doubt 
others, in the hope that it contained more of this ore. | 

The venture was short-lived, shoreings rotted, and the holes 
Simply caved in. 

Mrs. Beck's father, G. F. Brune, bought this ground from the 


Rial heirs later on. Wonder what this nugget really was? Pyrite _ 


, Elizabeth E. Spurgeon 
James Pressly Rial 710 Taffee St., 
Pinckneyville, Il 62274 
7 October 1975. 
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